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BEFORE THE

FederalCommunications Commission
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

IntheMatterof )
)

Digital Audio BroadcastingSystems )
And TheirImpacton theTerrestrial ) MM DocketNo. 99-325
RadioBroadcastService )

To: TheChief,MediaBureau

REPLY COMMENTS OF INFINITY BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Infinity BroadcastingCorporation(“Infinity”), by its attorneys,herebysubmitsreply

commentsin responseto theFurtherNotice of ProposedRulemakingandNotice of Inquiry, FCC

04-99,releasedby theFederalCommunicationsCommission(“FCC’ or “Commission”)onApril

20, 2004. Infinity, oneofthe largestradiobroadcastingcompaniesin theUnitedStates,hasbeen

supportiveofiBiquity’s IBOC systemsincetheinceptionofDAB. Infinity’s radiostationsserve

diversesegmentsof thepopulationandoffer listenersa wide varietyof programmingformats.

Currently,six ofInfinity’s stations,including two AM stations,arebroadcastingin hybrid IBOC

DAB.’

NIGHTTIME AM IBOC SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED ON A BLANKET BASIS FOR
ALL AM STATIONS CURRENTLY AUTHORIZED FOR NIGHTTIME SERVICE

ClearChannelCommunications,Inc. (“Clear Channel”), in its commentsfiled in this

proceeding,statedthatit generallysupportstheNAB’ s recommendationthat AM stationsbe

1 KBKS (FM), Seattle;KCBS(AM), SanFrancisco;KROQ-FM,Los Angeles;WBZ (AM),

Boston;WNEW(FM),New York; andWUSN(FM), Chicago. It shouldbe notedthatInfinity,
alongwith certainotherbroadcastentities,hasanequity interestin iBiquity Digital Corporation.



permittedto implementnighttimeIBOC service,buturgedtheCommissionto institutea formal

notificationandcommentprocessby which licenseesseekingto implementsuchservicewould

be requiredto notify all potentiallyaffectedstationsin writing in advanceofcontemplated

implementation.2In particular,ClearChannelsuggestedthatAM licenseesbe requiredto notify

all potentiallyaffectedstationsin writing 60 daysin advanceof theplannedimplementationof

nighttimeIBOC service,andthat suchpotentiallyaffectedstationsbe givenaperiodof 30 days

to objectin writing to the proposedIBOC nighttimeimplementationor be deemedto have

consented.Additionally,ClearChannelsuggestedthattheCommissiondefineandcodifyprecise

definitionsofprohibitedinterference,andinterferingandprotectedcontoursin thedigital AM

context,andthatin theeventan affectedstationobjectsto theproposedIBOC nighttime

deployment,andaresolutionbetweenthepartiescannotbe reachedbeforetheplanned

implementationdate,thattheCommissionshoulddirectthe implementingstationto reduce

digital powerby 6 dB duringnighttimeoperationpendingaresolutionof theobjection.

CommentsofClearChannelat7.

As Infinity previouslystatedin its commentsin this proceeding,theCommissionshould

authorizenighttimeAM IBOC serviceon ablanketbasisfor all AM stationscurrentlyauthorized

to providenighttimeservice,ratherthanrequiringeachindividualAM stationto obtain

piecemealnighttimeIBOC authorization. Infinity opposesClearChannel’ssuggestionofaprior

noticeschemefor theimplementationofAM nighttimeoperation,andthereductionofdigital

powerin theeventthat apurportedlyaffectedstationobjectsto theproposedimplementationand

aresolutionoftheobjectionis not reached.Theapproachsuggestedby ClearChannelis

2 CommentsofClearChannelCommunications,Inc., filed June16, 2004at6-7. (“Commentsof

ClearChannel”).
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impractical,would be costly to implement,is unnecessary,is susceptibleto abuse,andwill only

serveto furtherdelaytheconversionto improveddigital audiobroadcastingthat is critical to

revitalizationoftheAM band.

In theAMNighttimeCompatibilityStudyReportissuedby iBiquity Digital Corporation

onMarch 5, 2004, andtherecommendationssubmittedin a letter from theNationalAssociation

of BroadcastersregardingtheReport,3it wasnotedthat somelimited interferencemaybe created

by nighttimeAM IBOC service,but thatin mostcircumstances,any suchinterferencethatwould

likely occurto existing groundwaveanalogbroadcastswould be at theouteredgesof a station’s

coveragearea.As aresult,an AM station’scorelistenershipis extremelyunlikely to be

impactedby nighttimeIBOC operation. Moreover,theFCCalreadyhasthenecessaryexisting

authorityandproceduraltools to addressany suchunexpectedinterferencethatmight occur.

Therefore,Infinity submitsthatClearChannel’sconcernsregardingsuchinterferenceare

exaggerated,andthepriornotification rulesthat ClearChannelsuggeststo dealwith such

possibleinterferenceareill advised.

Moreover,in its interim ReportandOrderauthorizingIBOC operation,theCommission

presentedaworkableapproachto resolveinterferencedisputesregardingAM IBOC.4 Underthe

approachcontemplatedby theReportandOrder,theMediaBureauwould have90 daysto acton

aninterferencecomplaintregardingAM IBOC. If theMediaBureaudid notdo sowithin this

period,thestationallegedlycausingtheinterferencewould asadefaultbe requiredto reduceits

primary digital subcarrierpowerlevelby 6 dB. Infinity believesthatthis approachis themost

~ Letter to MarleneH. Dortch,Secretary,FCC,from JackN. Goodman,SeniorVicePresident&
GeneralCounsel,NAB (March 5, 2004)(“NAB Letter”).

Digital Audio BroadcastingSystemsandTheirImpacton theTerrestrialRadioBroadcast
Service,Reportand Order, 17 FCCRcd 19990,19999-20000(2002)(the “Report andOrder”).
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efficientandeffectivewayto addressAM nighttimeinterferenceissues,providedthatthe

Commissionestablishesasuitableobjectivemethodologyfor determiningthatactualinterference

is present,andprovidedthattheMediaBureaucommitsto resolvethe interferencedispute

expeditiously,for example,within 90 daysaftertheallegedlyoffendingstationhasreducedits

digital power. In this way,AM stations,bothanalogandhybrid digital, will be assuredthatany

possibleinterferenceissueswill be resolvedpromptly.

By contrast,ClearChannel’sproposalfor prior notificationwill serveonly to impedethe

introductionof AM IBOC. ClearChannelproposesthat“all potentiallyaffectedstations”be

notified in writing abouttheplannedimplementationof nighttimeAM IBOC serviceona

particularstation. Infinity believesthatit would be very difficult to determinewhich stations

would be includedin theuniverseof“all potentiallyaffectedstations,”thattheprocessof

notifying all suchstationswould be unduly burdensomeandthatthisprocedurewill deterAM

stationsfrom implementingAM nighttimeIBOC service. In addition,ClearChannel’sproposal

would allow any “potentiallyaffectedstation” to objectto theproposedIBOC implementation

basedmerelyon speculationandpredictionthatinterferencemight occur,ratherthanonthe

occurrenceof bonafideinterference.Clearly, sucha schemeis susceptibleto abuseby a

“potentiallyaffectedstation”thatwould, perhapsfor competitivereasons,attemptto impedethe

implementationof superiorAM IBOC serviceby acompetingstation.

As Infinity statedin its Comments,theNAB Letter indicatesiBiquity’ sfield testsshowed

that skywaveIBOC would havealimited impact on analoggroundwaveservice,andthatthis low

level ofinterferencewaspresentonly on thefringe ofcoverage.Further,only minimal impact

wasseenfrom groundwaveIBOC interferenceon analogskywaveservice.Theminimal
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potentialinterferenceis morethanoffsetby thesubstantialpublic serviceenhancementsthatwill

resultfrom theadoptionofAM IBOC, includingnighttimeservice.

IBOC digital audiobroadcastingoffersaremarkableopportunityto revitalizetheAM

service,whichhashistoricallykept its finger on thepulseof thegeneralpublic, remaining

intenselyresponsiveto thecommunity’sneedsandinterests.TheCommissionshouldrecognize

thesignificantpublic interestinherentin theefficient andexpeditiousadoptionof rulesto

facilitatetheadoptionofAM IBOC service,bothfor daytimeandnighttimeoperations.Clear

Channel’sproposalwill havetheeffectofdeterringAM licenseesfrom implementingAM IBOC,

andshouldbesummarilyrejected.Infinity thereforerespectfullyrequeststhattheCommission

authorizenighttimeAM IBOC serviceon ablanketbasisfor all AM stationscurrentlyauthorized

to providenighttimeservice.

Respectfullysubmitted,
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